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Headline: Spike Lee Documentary Revisits 
 New Orleans in the Wake of Katrina 
 
Conspiracy theorists disappointed with formerly iconoclas
to explore any of the controversies  surrounding  9/11 in 
hero in director Spike Lee.  For  Spike, in his HBO docum
vent to a  panoply of paranoid notions about who’s to bla
and the subsequent abandoning of its citizens for days o
incendiary, four-hour documentary,  interviewees from the
hearing a  loud  explosion during the storm, the implicatio
detonated. Unfortunately, the film fails to supplement this
proof of tampering, leaving the discerning viewer believing
the category-five hurricane afterall.  Despite capturing
disaster, When the Levees Broke is essentially an overambit
convey effectively the scale or scope of the ongoing tragedy
stories being recounted here, whether about wading 
Convention Center, being stranded on a rooftop, being 
underpass or inside the Superdome, separated from family 
or  being denied insurance payments. This feeling that we’
by the  program’s  oft-confusing chronology. During part fo
folks still complaining about FEMA’s tardiness in provid
were ostensibly taped earlier than some contained in the thi
this production, all fault lies with the federal government,
FEMA director Mike Brown to President Bush to Homeland
Most disappointing, however, is how Spike decided to 
Kathleen Blanco, New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin and hi
giving these and several other pivotal political figures a pla
their  handling of Katrina, when their failures have been we
honest investigation of this shameful chapter of America
participation of these partially-responsible culprits.  Further
celebs like Sean Penn, Harry  Belafonte and Reverend Al S
from  the fundamental story Spike’s trying to narrate here. 
intermittently engages one emotionally, a no-no when th
endeavor in the first place was presumably to  shed  light 
Katrina victims whose  displacement and continued sufferin
greedy  corporate interests entrusted with the rebuilding of
Fair (1 star) 
Unrated 
Running time: 240 minutes 
Studio: HBO 
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