
 

 

During an online interviews with rising literary star C. Kelly Robinson, staff writer Rebecca 
Shepherd found the subject open, candid and very forth coming. Mr. Robinson was picked up 
by Random House[Strivers Row] for his novel Between Brothers [formerly titled “Not All 
Dogs”, which was reviewed in the Sept./Oct. issue of Awareness]. Like many new authors he 
is experiencing an unparallel whirlwind, of travel negotiations, book signing and excitement. 
 
Shepherd: I understand that “ Not All Dogs” is a novel about relationships between men and 
women and their families. The dynamics of publishing this book was an online publication? 
 
C. Kelly: Yes, Between Brothers was independently published, first as “Not All Dogs”, but it 
was not only online. The copies I sold were primarily actual printed copies. My biggest 
influence in the decisions I made while promoting “Not All Dogs” and then signing with 
Random House was the support of my wife Kyra, who help market the book  and convince a 
lot of people to read it. She’s a far better salesperson than I am. 
 
Shepherd: Who would you say would be your major influence in the writing world and who do 
you like to read? 
 
C. Kelly: Some of my favorite writers include BeBe Moore Campbell; I admire the way she 
covers social issues while telling an entertaining story, Walter Mosley; covers suspense and 
humor at a bare minimum of words, and Eric Jerome Dickey; presents fuller portrayal of Black
Males in contemporary love stories. I have many more, but these spring to mind. 
 
Shepherd: How long have you been writing and what  is your process when preparing to write?
 
C. Kelly: I stared writing short stories in 1997 afetr taking some refresher courses in poetry 
and creative writing.  I finished the manuscript for  “Between Brothers” in 1998 and self 
published it in 1999. 
 
Shepherd: How did you know that you were on the right track when publishing this debut 
novel and what inspired you to take such a daring approach? 
 
C. Kelly: I had an idea, I was on the right path with my writing when I received encouraging 
feedback from complete strangers who saw excerpts posted on Timbooktu.com and the 
African-American Literature book club. Unlike friends and family, these were complete 
strangers who didn’t need to tell  me anything  positive,  but went out of their way to do so. 
 
Shepherd: I recognized so many people who have been in my life and influenced my life as a 
writer, what message do you hope to convey with the characters in this novel? 
 
C. Kelly:  I hope my characters influence readers by helping more males see guys they 
recognize in literature, and that women get a better understanding of what makes young 
brothers tick. 
 
Shepherd: Of your characters, who would you say most resemble you and which of the 
characters do you closely relate someone in real life? Also, which one of them would you 
probably ‘hang out’ with? 
 
C. Kelly: I have some things in common with ALL the characters, really. I consider Brandon
the most admirable, but he is also the most tortured because of the standards he sets for 
himself. I think O.J. will be  a great leader for the community some day when he gets his 
private life in control. As far as who I would ‘hang’ with, it would most likely be Terrence or 
Brandon, but I had plenty of Larry-like friends back in the day as well. 
FROM THE PUBLISHER 
A suspenseful coming of age story that moves 
from the halls of a historically black 
university to the streets of Washington DC, 
with great insight into the joys and perils of 
discovering what really matters in life. 
 
 As the Ellis Community Center, a rare spot 
in a low income Washington D.C. 
neighborhood, struggles to keep its doors 
open, its last hope for survival lies with four 
Highland University housemates. 
Terrence Bootstrapper Davidson. Clawing his way 
out of poverty, he refuses to give in to the street-
while struggling to save his defiant little brother-
from that very fate. 
 Larry Smooth Operator Whitaker. Driven 
and ambitious, he has everything; the Lexus, 
the superfly girlfriend and a future edged in 
gold. 
Brandon Choirboy Bailey. A bright pre-med 
major who has been dateless for four year. 
He struggles to maintain his religious faith 
despite his longing for Monica, a classmate 
he’s loved from afar. 
O.J. Sinister Minister Peters. Unsuccessfully 
juggling his budding career as a Baptist 
preacher with a string of empty affairs, he 
sees his carefully constructed double life 
threatened when a member of his 
congregation becomes pregnant.  
Their mission to save Ellis Community 
Center quickly puts them in harm’s way when 
Nico Lane, a sophisticated drug dealer who 
wants the center shut down, becomes aware 
of their efforts. When Larry’s campaign for 
student body president is sabotaged, O.J.’s 
women suddenly catch on to his act, and 
Terrance is forced to choose between the 
center and Biggie’s life, the men suspect 
there is more to the center’s problems than 
just bad finances. 
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Shepherd: Many  people are of the opinion that you are ready to cash in on the appeal of the “Black Relationship” movie genre, what is 
after Between Brothers? 
 
C. Kelly: After Between Brothers (released in October 2001 by Random House/Strivers Row) has achieved its sales goals, I look forward 
to the publication, next fall, of my new novel, “Ladies’ Man” . I plan to actually write a screenplay treatment of it and pitch, with the help 
of some friends who have contacts in Hollywood. It’s probably the best way to get some  attention, as opposed to hoping someone buys 
the script rights and hires someone else to write one. 
 
Shepherd: Many movies and novels revolve around the battle of the sexes. How do you see your book in regards to that real or imagined 
conflict? 
 
C. Kelly: I think Between Brothers facilitates positive discussion of the issues that usually  start these debates. It’s not about bashing either 
gender, rather that we each take the time to better understand the other’s journey. 
 
Shepherd: As a writer, what would be your single most important objective with your work as well as any future work that you may do? 
 
C. Kelly: My prime objective is to reach the day when every Afri can-American between eighteen and sixty has at least heard of C. Kelly 
Robinson and had the opportunity to purchase my novels. 
 
Shepherd: What is your creative process, as a writer, I know that there are times when you lack the motivation or drive and need 
inspiration. What inspires you? 
 
C. Kelly: My creative process is largely driven by observation of the world and people around me. I spend weeks usually, building and 
constructing my characters and visualizing and even hearing them. It helps me to think of the writing process as acting-I become each
character and they come to life that much more vividly as a result. 
 
 
Shepherd: What is the bottom line for you, is it fame and fortune, is it the creative therapy that writing provides or would you say, it’s a 
dream come true? 
 
C. Kelly: I  would love the fame and fortune, but that’s not really the end game for me. I could be happy living a simple middle-class life, 
if I could turn writing into a full-ti me occupation. 
 
Shepherd:  With the recent success of African-Americans selling their books rights to the film industry are you just cashing in or will you 
mainly work in literature? 
 
C. Kelly: I am interested in movies, but in my heart, I believe my long term talent is in writing actual literature. With Between BrothersI 
am writing what I know-the ticks and tocks of many Black men hearts and the process through which we attain maturity. I plan to be 
increasingly creative and ambitious with each project. 
 
Shepherd: Selecting a protégé’  to mentor, who would be that individual? 
 
C. Kelly: For a protégé’ , I would look for someone who is concerned first and foremost with being a good writer, someone with a level 
head, who is not looking to publishing success as a ego boost and one who wants to elevate his or her readers. 
 
Shepherd:  Who is your target audience and who has most well received and responded to this publication? 
 
C. Kelly: The reactions I’ve had from teens and college student (the book was required reading at one college) definitely indicate that it is 
therapeutic for them to see characters that illuminate things that they’ve been through or are still experiencing. That is why I want to 
make sure every youth group, college and community organization has a chance to present Between Brothers to its young people. 
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