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 Meet a new breed of publisher:  Editing on her own terms, in her own world, to her 
own audience, charting her own course in a world where others dare not travel.  God has given 
her a talented team of writers and she's developed a loyal readerships...Bridgett Hollingsworth 
is Editorial Director and Publisher (Brisan Media www.brisanmedia.com) of Bahiyah Woman 
Magazine (www.bahiyahwomanmagazine.com).   She brings faith, strength, and 
perseverance to her pages and even sistah-friends (a term Bridgett coined in her 
weekly Bahiyah Affirmations) who don't know her God--Jehovah Jireh read her word, and the 
works of her gifted writing team.  What's up with that?  How does this single mother of four 
embrace women of all faiths, without compromise?  She's transparent and is about developing 
leaders from her Editor Sandria M. Washington to her Advertising Director Kelli Fridge!  "I 
push my people beyond their self imposed limitations, myself included.  I work without fear 
because there is room for everyone in this world.  We all have a purpose and nobody has a 
purpose uniquely like mine nor I theirs.  I give of myself freely, if someone is willing to learn 
or listen.  If I can keep someone from making the same mistakes I've made in this world of 
publishing I want to give it away.  I've been all the more blessed for it.  It's those things you 
least expect that God has surprised and blessed me with.  I don't have it all right.  I've made 
many a mistake.  I've blown it many a time.  I've even ruffled some feathers, but God does 
indeed know my heart.  I work in love, and I love what I do!"   Meet this very real sistah 
hailing from Chicago, Illinois who's making it happen. 
  

James Lisbon: How is Bridgett Hollingsworth 
 Bridgett Hiollingsworth: Bridgett is great!  I am definitely living by faith and not by site.  The wo
ever managed, so I stay more than busy.  Outside of work, if there is such an animal my family is 
blessed.  My girls are getting big.  They are now 11, 9, 8, and 4.  I am a single parent, so life gets 
things in perspective because I work a lot and get so engrossed in this world I work I often have to
some cookies and rent some movies.  It's all about priorities and balance.  My relationship with G
those things in order.  It's all good.  
 Lisbon:. What start a magazine/what is it's theme 
 Hollingsworth: Our mission is to share the love of God to ordinary women in all phases of their life in a dyn
traditional gospel magazine.  We don't even tout to be a gospel magazine.  We don't have too.  Women come
content is rich and relevant.  Now, there is a foundation, which I adhere to:  my writers know that content mu
conflict with the Word of God.  Now in this context we reviews musicians of all genres, writers of all genres
value system.  Each issue of Bahiyah Woman Magazine is themed, like our next issue is themed Summer Lo
www.bahiyahwomanmagazine.com May 15, 2004.  Now, Summer love won't just talk about the tried male a
mother daughter relationships, building positive role models, looking within and growing in Christ.  We also
This department of Bahiyah Woman Magazine allows our Black men to speak about issues relevant to our m
hear.  In our last issue Andre' Carter shared an article on, "The Man Who Had an Abortion".  It was his take 
in his life made, which he agreed with and pushed them toward.  In this article he talks about his own grief, s
about abortion from a mans perspective.  This is what Bahiyah Woman Magazine is all about.  Sharing God.
sistahs and brothas in a way that will allow them think about their own personal relationships with Christ and
make new friends in on our pages. 
 Lisbon:  You say God is your Editor in chief-please explain 
 Hollinsworth:Quite frankly what do we have minus God?  If He is not running it then I am in big
for this mission.  This is my purpose.  It was God given.  If he doesn't direct my path Bahiyah Wo
moves at his pace and in his timing.  I've tried to push it, rush it, and make things happen, but it's a
team of phenomenal sistah-friends from across the country who see the vision and mission God ha
listen I didn't put an ad in the paper for this team.  God divinely sent them my way.  They were wh
Magazine divine hook-ups.  When I need something for this publication God provides it.  So that 
Chief.  He gives the inspiration and direction and I follow.  When and if I miss the mark, I expect 
it's happened.   
Lisbon:  have you always wanted to start a publication 
 Hollinsworth:You know James I've wanted to start a publication since I was about eight years old
intrigued by the world of publishing.  I read and cut out pictures from magazines and plastered the
these weren't your typical publications for an eight year old.  I was reading Vogue, Glamour, Elle
have a fashion magazine, but God did indeed have other plans.  I am telling you had I gone the fas
would probably be large by the worlds standards, however, God whispered in my ear and gave me
African-American woman.  I love our culture and our men.  I want to tell our story from a persona
too much of the other stuff out there.  I mean how mean suits, handbags, and shoes can one own? 
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