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 “Carry out your literary dream, no matter how unlikely it may seem”. True words spoken by a true poet. Terry a. O’Neal is doing just that,  we all can attest to how likely it actually is. A self published author, her poetry books captivate and entrance you as your head continually nods with agreement. The author of three books, Ms. O’Neal has been writing poetry for the past eight years and did speak on her internal goal in regards to writing poetry and stepping into the children’s realm of literature. “My internal goal in writing is to inspire as many souls as I can-especially young people. And my message to every person is to make the world you own. So long as you have faith and willpower, the entire world will remain in the palm of your hands. Children’s books are vital to a child because they enable children to see things in a different light, that in the past they could not possibly grasp. Children are a priority to me because they are the future. I have three children of my own and they are so impressionable and eager to learn and with so much negativity in the world, I would like to be known as one of the positive influences in their life.” True indeed as Terry will be heading to Baltimore for the Jambo Watoto’s Children’s book festival on the 16th of November. Keeping herself busy she also has been a guest speaker at the Kaper’s Book club in California and is involved in live chat on the internet with the RAW Sistaz book club.  Ms. O’Neal also believes in doing for you. “I decided to self publish, because I did not want to go through thousand of rejection letters before I found a publisher. I was quite anxious, and didn’t want to wait years to see my book in print. So I decided to start my own publishing company to publish my work. The great part about self publishing is that I can do whatever I want. I can be creative in the designing of my books from beginning to end. There are some struggles, marketing being the main one. However I must say that it has lightened up since I’ve been with my publicist Tonya Howard; she has enabled me to have more time to write.” We spoke about Def Comedy Jam. Is it watering down the art? And the solemn state of some of our communities (how can poetry help). Ms. O’Neal adamantly addresses these topics as if there are no more than A, B, C’s.  “I believe that everyone has their own unique form of expression. Def Poetry Jam to me offers an interesting dynamic to the world of poetry and reaches an audience that may not otherwise been exposed. Watering down? No. It only adds more beauty to the word poetry.  Poetry provides an avenue of expression in a creative way. Despite the solemn state [of some of our communities] creativity is not stifled. As long as there is a vehicle to expose people to poetry, be it books, schooling or spoken word, there is OPPORTUNITY to create change. But it needs to be within the artist at the time, to write something to inspire change, and as life changes, so does our inspiration.”  An accomplished and professional self published author, her first novel “Sweet Lavender” will be released April 2003. The story takes place in the fictionalized town of Cecilia, Louisiana in the early 1960’s. It is a touching story about a young black girl that is learning the realities of life while growing up in a small southern town.  In the story, Rae talks about the loss of her father at the tender age of four, and how his sudden departure he left her an extraordinary gift. As Rae grown older, she discovers how the roads in which she traveled throughout her life lead her back to the absence of her father. It is an unforgettable saga comprised with the elements of love bitterness, laughter and loneliness. Terry a. O’Neal walks you through the story using heartfelt emotions and experiences that are components from day to day. Sweet Lavendar overflows with essence and grace; capturing the poignant aspects of life and living.  Ms. O’Neal’s poetry is definitely one for the ages.  How did she get here? Or rather who are some of her influences? “I fell in love with him the moment I met him. He is one of the greatest voices in black literature: James Langston Hughes. His vivid portrayal of the experiences of black life through poetry is what captured me. Also there is Gwendolyn Brooks, whom I admire, along with Paul Lawrence Dunbar, and Claude McKay. Maya Angelou is nothing less than phenomenal. I met her when I was very young, and just that vague memory of that day greatly influences me today.” 





To order any of Terry a O’Neal books or contact her, please visit her website at www.terryaoneal.com
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